
PERSONAL STORIES OF GROUNDBREAKING MOMENTS IN SPACE SCIENCE



LONG GONE ARE THE 
GOLDEN DAYS OF 
SPACE EXPLORATION. 

At least that’s what some people say.

NASA’s budgets seem tighter than 
ever, politics are more theatrical than 
ever, and it feels like - because we 
haven’t been back to the moon - the 
romance is gone for good.



YET RIGHT NOW 
seriously jaw-dropping things are 
happening in space exploration.  

We just landed on a comet for the first time 
ever.  A COMET.  We’re testing ways to send 
astronauts to Mars; we’re preparing for the 
possibility of finding life on Jupiter’s moon, 
Europa.  We’re at the precipice of so many 
incredible discoveries and missions that make 
landing on the moon seem like child’s play. 

This world is filled with countless 
opportunities for awe-inspiring, high-
stakes stories.



IS NOT A PBS SHOW.

It is raw; it is candid; it will be the first time 
people will see stories about space science 
in this kind of way.  

What 30 for 30 did for sports, 
Unearth will do for space science.

It’s a series about characters and 
captivating stories. It’s about humans 
making firsts, being bold, taking risks 
(often with their careers and their 
families)...all with the hope to unearth 
truths - never before known - about our 
world and our universe.



● 30-minute cinematic documentaries with 
dynamic visuals. A new director each 
episode tells a compelling story using a 
style reflective of the episode’s subject 
matter, making the series feel like a 
collection of short films.

● Each episode features key characters 
personally recounting a major discovery or 
milestone, a turning point in space science 
history, tied with major personal moments 
in a scientist’s life.

● Topics focus on modern space science, 
from just after Apollo to present day.

● We draw parallels between the huge 
questions being answered through space 
science, and through everyday life.

THE FORMAT



SPACE SCIENCE 
ISN’T JUST FOR 

GEEKS ANYMORE.

WITH AN EMPHASIS 
ON PASSIONATE, 

ECCENTRIC 
CHARACTERS AND 

THEIR STORIES WITH 
HUGE STAKES, 

UNEARTH IS WIDELY 
APPEALING.

ESA’S ROSETTA MISSION  LANDING - 11/12/14



The Heavy Metal Scientist

In 2011, Nepali-American Lujendra “Luju” Ojha was a 21-year-old undergrad 
at University of Arizona, studying planetary science under Alfred McEwen 
while  seriously pursuing a career in heavy metal...music, that is. That’s when 
he noticed something strange in a photo of Mars.

Never one to play by the rules, Lujendra approached the mystery with some 
creativity.  He devised a new technique to analyze photos from the Mars 
Reconnaissance Orbiter, looking closely at an unusual Martian mountainside.  
After years of research, in 2015 Luju, Alfred, and NASA JPL jointly announced 
he had discovered flowing, salty water.

The amazing event altered the course of Lujendra’s  life, from starving 
musician to starving scientist: “I said screw music, let’s go to science, maybe 
there’s more money in it.  But there isn’t money in science either!”

SAMPLE EPISODES

“That’s kind of the holy grail of science: To find 
our neighbor, to find life on some other planet.” 

Lujendra Ojha



SAMPLE EPISODES

Earth’s Last Defense 

NASA’s current Administrator, Charles Bolden, is a devout Evangelical who’s 
known for off-the-cuff remarks in official situations. In 2013, a rare event gave 
him a chance to bluntly tell America one reason NASA is so valuable.

On February 15, 2013, the world watched video of a meteor exploding over the 
skies of western Russia. The shock wave and sonic boom injured close to 1,500 
people.  The worst part?  We had no idea it was coming.

In a congressional hearing after the meteor struck, Rep. Bill Posey asked Bolden 
what we could do if we had three weeks’ notice of a meteor similar to Russia’s 
heading toward New York City. Bolden replied, “if it’s coming in three weeks, pray.”

His remarks set off a chain of events still playing out today. Bolden led the charge 
to reactivate a years-dormant spacecraft orbiting Earth, using its camera to 
discover dozens of previously unknown potential threats. Then on January 7, 2016, 
Bolden announced the creation of the Planetary Defense Coordination Office, to 
focus solely on detection of asteroids threatening our planet.

“The answer to you is: if it’s coming in 
three weeks, pray.”

NASA Administrator Charles Bolden, 2013



SAMPLE EPISODES

Drowning in a Vacuum

On July 16, 2013, prominent Italian astronaut Luca Parmitano and American Chris 
Cassidy were about 45 minutes into a planned six-hour spacewalk when Luca felt 
a very eerie sensation on the back of his head.

Water was leaking into Luca’s helmet.  NASA confirmed the problem, but brushed 
it off at first. As water continued to flow they finally aborted the mission, telling 
Luca to make his way back to the airlock as fast as he could.  The liquid filled up 
over his eyes, ears and nose as he blindly felt his way back to the airlock - thinking 
about his wife, his two daughters, these moments that might be his last. Inside the 
airlock at last, he waited an excruciating three minutes as the room re-
pressurized. Luca was finally safe.

NASA later determined a clogged filter led to the water leak in Luca’s suit. In 
response, they completely overhauled spacewalk emergency procedures and re-
designed space suits, some of which were 30 years old.  Luca’s story reminds us, 
as he put it, “Space is a harsh, inhospitable frontier and we are explorers, not 
colonizers.”  

“...the upper part of the helmet is full of water and 
I can’t even be sure that the next time I breathe I 

will fill my lungs with air and not liquid.”
Luca Parmitano, during his spacewalk



Unlikely Alliance

Growing up in the South Bronx with an eye condition that kept him from playing 
neighborhood games with friends, future NASA Administrator Daniel Goldin instead 
spent his time on the sidelines, learning to create unique alliances. That skillset 
became crucial later in his life, when he saw a rare opportunity in an unlikely place.

In 1992, Goldin took office, under pressure to make NASA move faster and cheaper. As 
the USSR collapsed, he also had to make sure newly-liberated Soviet scientists aligned 
with the U.S.  This confluence of incentives gave him an idea for how to achieve NASA’s 
biggest goal yet.

Goldin urged the Clinton administration to open its first dialogue with the new Russian 
Federation, proposing they combine forces to create a massive space station; an 
undertaking only possible through rare international collaboration.

On Sept. 2, 1993, Vice President Al Gore and Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin delicately negotiated an agreement to create the International Space 
Station. For the first time both countries would officially share funding and technology 
in space exploration - an unfathomable relationship just years prior.

SAMPLE EPISODES

“Across the great scope of human initiative...we 
are enriching our lives and our two nations.”

Vice President Al Gore, 1993



SAMPLE EPISODES

Comet Shot

Flight director Andrea Accomazzo is the kind of boss we all want to work for. “I would 
say that good team spirit is absolutely essential for reducing tension and stress,” he says. 
That positivity was a must on a 20-year mission he led, trying to accomplish something 
thought to be impossible.

The goal: land a spacecraft on a comet, potentially revealing information essential to 
uncovering how the solar system and life on Earth came to be. But comets are very small, 
and they travel incredibly fast; to get there, a spacecraft would have to take a 10-year 
journey, then free fall to the comet’s unpredictable surface.

After years of waiting and multiple course corrections en route, Rosetta was successfully 
orbiting the comet, already a first for mankind. On November 12, 2014, the Rosetta lander 
began its eight hour free fall. All Andrea could do was wait, and stay positive. With the 
world tensely watching, Andrea’s team finally received confirmation of the lander’s 
successful touchdown. 

Rosetta will now function for 12 years, sending invaluable data back to Earth every day.

“We’ve done one of the most difficult 
operations in space, ever.”

Andrea Accomazzo



“SOMEWHERE, SOMETHING INCREDIBLE IS 
WAITING TO BE KNOWN.”



SAM MOLLEUR
Director/Producer

samuel.molleur@gmail.com
www.sammolleur.com

EVAN BREGMAN
Head of Original Content | Portal A

evan@portal-a.com
www.portal-a.com

PERSONAL STORIES OF GROUNDBREAKING MOMENTS IN SPACE SCIENCE

mailto:samuel.molleur@gmail.com
mailto:samuel.molleur@gmail.com

